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The DEAR STUDENT Project_ To Educate on Sustainable Human Development_ sustains the promotion of 

development education themes towards young generations especially promoting, in formal education, 

the inclusion of sustainable human development subject to foster young generation’s critical 

consciousness, so that they can understand better the main challenges of the future for the 

implementation of sustainable human development processes.  

The consciousness on these matters and the need to pass on values and principles coherent with this 

approach must be developed from early ages, and in the framework of formal educative curricular 

programs, so that sustainable human development can be considered as a basic standard right to which 

every people can individually aim at as well as collectively claim for.  In this context, the educative system 

is thus also a suitable framework in which we can pass on not only knowledge and skills, but also values 

and principles, in order to transversally spread development education matters and to encourage 

personal attitudes, concerns and interests to fight social, economic and environmental imbalances. 

The DEAR STUDENT project is a European project implemented in 6 countries (Bulgaria, Croatia, Italy, 

Portugal, Romania and Spain) and focuses more especially its activities with pupils and teachers from 

primary and secondary schools. That is why, it seems then interesting in this newsletter to underline the 

particularities each Educative system of this 6 European countries. 

 

    

In the Republic of Bulgaria the education system is centrally managed by the Ministry of Education and 

Science (MES). Primary and lower secondary education is organised as a single structure system, 

beginning at the age of 7 (or 6 at the discretion of their parents) and consisting of 8 years of compulsory 

schooling. Upper secondary education is compulsory for students until they reach 16 years of age but the 

vast majority of the population continues studies up to 12th grade. Higher education is provided 

exclusively by autonomous universities. Adult education is a priority and takes many forms, ranging from 

formal class-based learning to self-directed and e-learning.  

Organisation and Governance  

The basic characteristics of the administration of education are its further democratization and 

decentralization as well as broadening the autonomy given to the education establishments. The 

administration of school education is organised on four levels: national, regional, municipal and school 

level. 

Fundamental Principles and National Policies  

The Bulgarian educational system provides for the acquisition of the basic foundations and principles of 

human knowledge; the formation of universal human and national values, virtues and culture; respect to 

others, compassion and civil responsibility; the development of the individual and stimulating artistic 

talents and gifts; spiritual, physical and social development and a healthy way of life; providing 

possibilities for needs and interest development for lifelong learning leading to self-development.  

 
BULGARIABULGARIABULGARIABULGARIA    
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Restrictions and privileges based on race, nationality, gender, ethnical and social origin, religion and social 

status are not tolerated. Education is secular and compulsory up to 16 years of age pursuant to the 

Constitution of the Republic of Bulgaria. Education is free at all state and municipal schools.  

Organisation of the Education System and of its Structure  

Structure of the national education system 2013/14  

 

source: MES, Eurydice  

Pre-primary (pre-school) education in Bulgaria comprises chidren from the age of 3 to age of 6 or 7. Two 

years of pre-primary education are compulsory (age 5 and 6).  

School education in Bulgaria begins at the age of 7. Six year olds may also enter school, if their physical 

and mental development allows for it and with their parents'/guardians' consent.  

By degree, school education is divided into primary and secondary and by content, general or 

vocational.  

Upper secondary general education is provided at non-specialized schools (3 or 4 years of study) and at 

profiled (specialized) schools (4 or 5 years of study). Pupils may enter profiled (specialized) schools and 

vocational upper secondary schools upon completion of VII or VIII grade and taking entrance 

examinations, which correspond to the specialization of the respective school or be admitted on the basis 

of submitted documents. 

At local level:  

The management of education at local level is carried out by the the municipalities.  The municipal bodies 

for education are a part of the state territorial structure and participate in the implementation of the 

municipalities' educational policy. The municipalities are territorial administrative bodies that are not 

included in the management structure of the educational system, but pursuant to the Public Education 

Act, they are authorized to perform a number of important functions and assume responsibilities for the 

education in the respective towns or villages.  
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At institutional level:  

General Education and Vocational Education  

The managing body of a school is its head teacher (director of the school). The head teacher is assisted by 

a deputy head in organizing and monitoring the educational, administrative and educational-

manufacturing activities of the school.  

The head teacher is supported by the Pedagogical Council, which is a specialized body for discussing and 

settling major pedagogical issues at schools. All classes in Bulgarian schools are managed by class 

teachers. The school Boards of Trustees are public bodies for supporting school activities. The tradition of 

setting up a School Board of Trustees creates a link with parents and the public. Members of this Board 

are the head teachers, teachers, parents, public figures, businessmen, etc 

    

    

The Educational system in the Republic of Croatia consists of the following: 

o Preschool education for children from six months of age until school age. 

Preschool education is regulated as a sub-system of education of the Republic of Croatia since 1997. 

Moreover Convention No. 156 on Workers with Family Responsibilities; Article 5, Item B thereof stipulates 

that it is the State's duty and obligation to provide care for preschool-age children. Preschool education in 

the Republic of Croatia encompasses education and care of the children of preschool age, realised though 

educational, health care, nourishment and social care programs. In the year before enrolment into school, 

99.6% of children are included in preschool education programmes, both in regular kindergarten (673 in 

Croatia) programmes and preschool programmes 

o Elementary education (for all children between the ages of six and fifteen) 

Eight-year elementary education in the Republic of Croatia is compulsory and free for all children at the 

age of six to fifteen.  This refers to all children with permanent residence in the Republic of Croatia, 

regardless of their citizenship. 

There are three segments of elementary education: 

- Compulsory elementary education conducted in regular elementary schools and special 

institutions for students with disabilities,  

- art education in elementary music and dance schools. Elementary music education is also 

conducted in certain regular elementary schools, as a separate educational program. 

- and elementary education of adults conducted in regular schools and specialized institutions.   

Regular schools were mostly founded by the units of local self-government and the towns (828), while 

some were established by other physical and legal persons (10).  In private elementary schools alternative 

elementary education is available according to special pedagogical principles (Waldorf, Montessori).   

 
CROATIACROATIACROATIACROATIA    



 

 “This publication has been produced with the assistance of the European Union. The contents of this publication are the   

sole responsibility of the partners of the project and can in no way be taken to reflect the views of the European Union.” 

Grant Contract_ DCI-NSAED/2012/287-936 
5 

Education of the representatives of national minorities is carried out in 24 elementary schools, where the 

program is conducted in the language and writing of a relevant national minority, while 61 elementary 

schools have classes with program conducted in the language and writing of a relevant national minority. 

o Secondary education 

Secondary education provides everyone, upon the completion of primary schooling, under equal 

conditions and based on individual capability, the opportunity to acquire knowledge and the competence 

needed to enter the work force and to undertake further education  

Secondary school programs are as follows: 

• Secondary school diploma programs offered by Gymnasiums (general or specialised) carry out an 

instructional plan and program of at least four years 

• Secondary profession degree programs or Basic professional degree programs offered by  

- Vocational or trade schools (technical, industrial, trade and others) carry out an instructional 

plan and program of from one to five years, at the end of which pupils receive a secondary 

professional degree, and programs of from one to two years, at the end of which pupils receive a 

basic professional degree. 

- Art schools (music, dance, visual arts and others) carry out an instructional plan and program of 

at least four years, at the end of which a pupil receives a secondary professional degree. 

• Qualification and training programs  

Secondary education for adults includes special programs for secondary school diplomas, secondary 

professional degrees, basic professional degrees, retraining programs and qualification and training 

programs. 

The education of pupils with disabilities is organised in secondary schools with the use of individualised 

procedures in regular or special class departments and education groups, while pupils with greater 

difficulties in development are educated in special institutions. 

o Higher education  

Since 2003 Croatia has been involved in an intensive reform of its higher education system in line with its 

national needs and European standards, and according to the principles of the Bologna Declaration which 

Croatia signed in May 2001. Higher education institutions are universities, polytechnics and schools of 

professional higher education with all its constituents.There are currently around 130 higher education 

institutions in the Republic of Croatia. 

Age of students Programme duration (years) 
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The education system in Italy is organized according to the subsidiary principle and autonomy of schools. 

The State has exclusive competence on general issues on education, on minimum standards to be 

guaranteed throughout the country and on the fundamental principles that Regions should comply with 

within their competences. Regions share their competences with the State on education issues while they 

have exclusive competence on vocational education and training. Schools are autonomous as for didactic, 

organization and research and development activities.  

The Italian education system, affected by a phase of reform involving all levels of school that will take 

place over a long period of time, is currently organized as follows: 

 

Education is compulsory for 10 years, from 6 to 16 years of age, and covers the eight-year first cycle of 

education (5 years of primary school and 3 years of lower secondary school) and the first two years of the 

second cycle (DM 139/2007). After completion of the first cycle of education, the last two years of 

compulsory education (from 14 to 16 years of age) can be accomplished either in State upper secondary 

schools (licei, technical institutes and vocational institutes), through the three-year vocational education 

and training courses, falling under the competence of the Regions (law 133/2008) or through a three-year 

vocational qualification within 18 years of age (law 53/2003). 

Access to both university and Afam tertiary education is reserved for students who passed the State exam 

at the end of upper secondary school. Yet, specific conditions for the admission are under the 

responsibility of the Ministry of education, University and Research (MIUR) or of each single university 

and Afam sector.  

The three-year vocational qualification, as well as the four-year vocational diploma, both obtained at 

completion of regional vocational training courses, allow access to regional second level vocational 

training, which can be access also with an upper secondary education leaving certificate. This latter 

certificate also grants admission to Higher technical education and training courses (IFTS). 

_________ 

Sources: 

Ministero dell’Istruzione, dell’Università e della Ricerca – MIUR  http://www.istruzione.it/ 

 

 

    
The Portuguese educational system is organized into various levels of education, training and 

learning: preschool education, primary education, secondary education and higher education. 

The pre-school education is considered the first step in the educational system. It is optional 

for children from 3 years old and up till they join in compulsory education. 

 
PORTUGALPORTUGALPORTUGALPORTUGAL    
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Primary education has the duration of nine years, from 6 to 15 years old, and is organized in three 

sequential cycles. 

In the first cycle (1st to 4th grade, from 6 to 10 years), education is comprehensive and aims to 

develop basic skills in Portuguese Language, Mathematics, Environmental Studies and Expressions. The 

schools also promote curricular enrichment activities, including the compulsory teaching of English, 

physical activity and sports, music, etc.. 

In the second cycle (5th to 6th grade, from 10 to 12 years), teaching is organized by disciplines 

and multidisciplinary areas of study. 

In the third cycle (7th to 9th grade, from 12 to 15 years), teaching is organized by subjects. The 

main objectives of this cycle are the development of knowledge and skills necessary for entry into 

employment or further study. 

Secondary education consists of three years of study (10 º, 11 º and 12 º grades) covering 

students from 15 to 18 years. This is organized in different ways, either targeted for further study or for 

the labour market. There are four types of courses: Scientific-humanistic, Technological, Artistic and 

specialized professionals. After completing secondary school students can seek admission to higher 

education. 

 

 

 

 

General information  

In Romania, education is a public interest service and the Ministry of National Education – as the 

specialized body of the central public administration – elaborates and implements the national policy in 

the area of pre-university education.  

 

The State guarantees equal access rights to all the Romanian citizens to all the pre-university and 

university education levels and forms, as well as to the lifelong learning facilities and programs, with no 

discrimination. 

 

In Romania education represents a national priority.  

The Ministry of National Education designs, substantiates and implements the national strategies in the 

education sector, in consultation with teacher organizations, parental associations, National Council of 

Rectors, associations of state, private and confessional / religious schools and universities, the Council of 

National Minorities, Trade Unions acting in education,  associations of students and pupils,  public 

administration authorities, business associations and non-governmental authorities, financially supporting 

educational programs, federations of social service providers.   

 

Education is free. For specific activities, levels, courses and / or study programs certain fees are likely to 

be charged, in accordance with the provisions in the Law of National Education.  

   

Minimum 6% from GDP is annually allocated from the public central and local government budgets to 

fund the national education. Additionally, education facilities and institutions can independently obtain 

and use their own other incomes.  

 

Organization and regional structures   

The County School Inspectorates (41) and Bucharest School Inspectorate (1) represent the decentralized 

public services of the Ministry of National Education, having their own legal status.   

 
ROMANIAROMANIAROMANIAROMANIA    
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The pre-university national education system consists of all the public, private and confessional schools 

authorized and accredited. The network of public and private pre-university schools is organized by the 

local public authorities, against the approval of the school inspectorates.   

 

 

 

 

School Management  

The pre-university school facilities, having their own juridical status, are under the management of the 

Administration Boards, Directors / principals and deputy directors, working closely together with the 

Council of Teachers, Parental Committee and with the public local authorities.  

The public local authorities ensure the proper operation of the pre-school education in the cities/towns 

and villages under their authority.  

 

The Education System 

The compulsory education includes 10 grades and is organized at primary and secondary levels. The 

obligation to attend the compulsory 10 grade education, daily courses, ceases at the age of 18.    

 

The national pre-university education system includes the following levels:  

a) Pre-school education level: 

1. Early education level (0-6 years), comprising the ante-pre-school level (0-3 years) and the pre-

school level  / kindergarten (3-6 years);  

b) Primary education level, comprising the Preparatory grade and the I-IV grades.  

c) Secondary education level, i.e.: 

1. Lower secondary or gymnasium level, the V-IX grades, and   

2. Upper secondary or high school level, the X – XIII grades, following the theoretical / 

academic, vocational and technological branches.    

d) Vocational education level – lasting between 6 months to two years.  

e) Non-university tertiary education level, including the post-high school education.  

 

The pre-university education system is organized as regular attendance schooling and as reduced 

attendance schooling (evening courses, weekend-courses and others) 

 

The national curriculum related to the primary and secondary level is focused on 8 key-areas of 

competences / skills, determining the training profile of the pupils, as follows: 

a) Language communication skills in Romanian and in mother-tongue, for the national minorities;  

b) foreign language communication skills;  

c) basic skills in mathematics, sciences and technology;  

d) IT&C skills – digital use of IT as a learning and knowledge instrument;  

e) Civic and social skills;  

f) Entrepreneurial skills; 

g) Cultural awareness and expression skills;  

h) Learning ‘how to learn’ skills.  

 

Special Education Needs  

The state guarantees the right to education for all the persons with special education needs.  The special 

and the special-integrated education are component parts of the national pre-university education 

system and represent both a form of differentiated, adapted school training and a form of complex 

educational, social and medical assistance addressing the special education need persons.  

 

The Clubs and the Complex Clubs for Children represent education facilities designed for extra-

curricular activities. The complex clubs also have a methodological role.   
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According to the Spanish Constitution, there is a division of responsibility for education between various 

entities and the State Administration. Basically, the central government retains exclusive jurisdiction to 

regulate the structure of the different educational levels and system (through follows the Fundamental 

Law of Education, known as LOE in Spain) and the conditions for obtaining, issuing and recognition of 

academic and professional qualifications.  

There are three categories of Spanish schools in the Spanish education system: public schools (colegios 

públicos), state-funded private schools (colegios concertados) and private schools (colegios privados). 

Since some private schools are publically funded the line between public and private is blurred. 

1. Preschool education (between 0 and 5 years), not obligatory with two cycles of three academic 

schools each: 

- First cycle (0-3 years) 

- Second cycle (3-6 years). 

The objectives of preschool education are the promotion of physical, intellectual, affective, social and 

morals development of the youngs. The first cycle of preschool is not free, although there are aid 

programs for families in need. The second cycle of preschool education in Spain is free for all students. 

This cycle is often considered as an integral part of the education system.  

2. Basic education (between 6 and 16 years, approximately), which is obligatory (and, therefore, is 

free in public institutions even if parents must pay for books, materials, and sometimes uniforms for their 

children) and is composed by, successively studied, primary education (6 courses) and the obligatory 

secondary education (known as "ESO", 4 courses). 

2.A. Primary School 

Primary school in Spain, often referred to as “colegio”, is the beginning of the obligatory education in 

Spain. Primary school is made up of 6 academic scholastic years, from age 6 to 12. The system is 

divided into three cycles of 2 years each. 

- FIRST CYCLE (from age 6–8)  

- SECOND CYCLE (from age 8–10)  

- THIRD CYCLE (from age 10–12)  

 

The objective is to will provide all children a common and solid basic education that enables the 

acquisition of basic culture knowledge, oral expression, reading, writing and arithmetic including 

SPAINSPAINSPAINSPAIN    
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subjects as social, cultural and natural studies, art education, physical education, the Spanish 

language and, if different, the official language of the Autonomous Community, foreign languages 

(from 8 years) and mathematics as well as a progressive autonomy of action in their milieu. 

2.B. secondary school (obligatory) 

After primary school, students must continue on to Compulsory Secondary Education (ESO) which 

lasts from age 12-16. Spanish secondary education is divided into two cycles lasting two years each. 

- FIRST CYCLE (from age 12–14)  

- SECOND CYCLE (from age 14–16 años)  

Once a Spanish student graduates from ESO, students have three different choices: 

- High school known as the Spanish Baccalaureate (Bachillerato)  

- Vocational/Professional training  

- Enter the labour market 

 

3. High School - Spanish Baccalaureate 

The Spanish high school Baccalaureate is non-compulsory free education that consists of one cycle in two 

academic years for students age 16-18.  

               

Students who successfully complete the requirements of the Spanish high school Baccalaureate will 

receive a diploma. They may then opt for vocational training, a university education, or in some cases 

both. In order to continue on to the university they must take an entrance exam (Prueba de Acceso a la 

Universidad - PAU). The test results together with the student's academic record and grades will 

determine not only the access to the university but also the kind of university degree the student can 

pursue. 

 

THE THE THE THE PROJECTPROJECTPROJECTPROJECT’S NEWS’S NEWS’S NEWS’S NEWS    

CONTACT WITH SHOOLSCONTACT WITH SHOOLSCONTACT WITH SHOOLSCONTACT WITH SHOOLS 

At this moment, In Loco Association and the Municipality of São Brás de Alportel, already met a 

few times to address issues such as scheduling meetings and workshops. We have had some informal 

meetings (due to a massive change to the schools structure the formal meetings have been postponed) 

with the heads of three schools where they have obtained confirmation and interest in implementing the 

project DEAR STUDENT, they are establishing contact with the other two remaining schools. As for the 

training course for teachers they have obtained the certification issued by the Council of Continuous 

Scientific and Pedagogical Training (Conselho Científico-Pedagógico da Formação Contínua) crucial for 

teachers to earn credits by attending training under the project specifications. 

 

1111STSTSTST ACTIVITIES IMPLEMEN ACTIVITIES IMPLEMEN ACTIVITIES IMPLEMEN ACTIVITIES IMPLEMENTEDTEDTEDTED 

On 3rd June 2013 the Fondo Provinciale Milanese per la Cooperazione Internazionale (FPMCI) organised 

the first workshop under the Project DEAR STUDENT. The workshop took place during the General 

Meeting of Members with the purpose of gathering the largest number of Local Authorities (LAs). A 

Power Point presentation of all components of the Project was carried out: Partnership Network, 
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objectives, expected results and activities. Specifically the role of the LAs within the Project was 

illustrated, by focusing on the tools to be implemented to reinforce the commitment of LAs for the 

promotion of Sustainable Human Development’s policies at the local level (Resolution of the Municipal 

Council template for their formal adhesion in the Project and its workshops) Moreover, a participatory 

discussion on the concept of the Sustainable Human Development was started. Above all, it was discussed 

about how this concept can take shape into the territories of reference of the involved institutional 

representatives, and how to create innovative and effective tools to link a model of Sustainable 

Development with the competence of each LA in its territory. 

During the presentation, a representative of the NGO ACRA CCS, partner in the Project, explained the 

path the organisation will undertake with schools, students' families and the Regional Administrations 

responsible for the educational policies. The presence of the NGO ACRA CCS during the meeting 

addressed to LAs strengthened the strategy of the FPMCI to work with local communities according to a 

common methodology and multi – stakeholder partnerships.  

COMMCOMMCOMMCOMMUNICATION VISIBILITYUNICATION VISIBILITYUNICATION VISIBILITYUNICATION VISIBILITY MATERIAL MATERIAL MATERIAL MATERIAL 

The communication visibility material has been produced and will be use in the implementation of the 

project (leaflets, notebook, banner, folders, etc). 

 

 

THE PARTNERSHITHE PARTNERSHITHE PARTNERSHITHE PARTNERSHIPPPP    
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